HAR

CHURCH FOR THE HARVEST, ALEXANDRIA,

MN { i I i
SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER ZX e

Harvest Duathlons

“For the body is not one member, but many.” 1 Corinthians 12:14

Our 7" annual Harvest Duathlons are in the
books! The rain cleared up in time for our
littlest racers to compete on Friday and the
weather proved great on Saturday! This
year we had our largest serve team and we
continue to grow. We are so thankful for
everyone who helped with this event from
handing out water to being a smiling face to
cheering on the racers! The preparation that
goes into a race this size begins months
beforehand with website updates,
sponsorships, course planning, training, and
advertisement. The races go fast, but the
impact lasts. We have many racers who

come back year after year. Plus, the
opportunity to share the gospel with the
racers and encourage them with Bible verses
along the course reinforces our goals with
this race. Thank you again to everyone who
was able to be a part of this big endeavor! If
you were not able to be there this year, mark
your calendar for Labor Day weekend next
year.

Above: Our 4-year-old and under racers!
Left: Some of our Harvest Kids cheering on
the racers!

Church Events

Sept. 61" — Back to School
Prayer Night 7pm

Sept. 8" — Young Adult Kick-
Off

Sept. 10" — June Blanshan
(Special Speaker-Ignite
South Africa)

Sept. 11" — PreK Meet and
Greet 6pm
Sept. 17"~ Life Group

Launch

Oct. 1%' = Country Blossom
Farm Family Day

October 8" — MN Teen
Challenge

October 19" — 21 Minnesota

Youth Convention




Llfe GrOUpS Want to lead a Life

Group? Come to
training on September
10t at 9:00 a.m.

“Therefore, encourage one another and build one another up,
just as you are doing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:11

We are eagerly anticipating our Fall Life Group Launch! We will be announcing the different groups in
the coming weeks. There is still time to lead a group if you want! There will be a life group leader
training on September 10" at 9:00 a.m. Life groups are one of the best ways to get plugged in and build
relationships in the church. They also serve as a welcoming place to invite others who may not be a part
of a church at all or who don’t believe the same things as you.

Life Groups
Launch
September
17"

Back to School _
Prayer Night Join Our Team!

“Be strong and courageous...for it is the Lord
your God who goes with you. He will not leave
you or forsake you.” Deuteronomy 31:6

For many kids, school has started! Our kids at Harvest attend a
variety of schools and in different settings. Each child’s journey
is different and God has placed them where they are! We love
coming alongside children and parents as they start the school
year. Prayer is one of the ways that we do this. You are invited to
join us for a Back to School Prayer Night on September 6t at
7:00 p.m. We want to come together to pray for all the children
as they start this new school year. Also, we want to pray for the
teachers, volunteers, staff, bus drivers, coaches, and the large
community of people surrounding our kids. We will start the
night off with worship, and end with prayer and declarations over
the students who attend. We hope you will join us tonight and
throughout the year as we continue to pray for our Harvest kids
and youth!

Preschool/Kindergarten Meet and Greet

Join us September 11™" from 6:00-7:00 p.m. for a Preschool/Kindergarten Meet and Greet! Parents are invited to come with
your children to have an opportunity to meet our teachers, experience a mini class together, and get comfortable with our
room! This event will be great for those who are new to the class, those who have never tried it, and for parents who are
curious about what their children are learning! We strive to make a fun, engaging class where kids can hear about God and
experience God’s love firsthand. We are privileged to come alongside parents as they train up their children in the way
they should go!



Ilgnite South
Africa

model.equip.multiply

Join us on Sunday, September 10™ for our special speaker
June Blanshan who will be sharing about Ignite South
Africa. Ignite’s mission is to model, equip, and multiply
Godly leaders, igniting eternal impact in South Africa.

South Africa is a country with seemingly insurmountable
obstacles. Extreme poverty, the HIV/AIDS pandemic, and
the residual effects from apartheid fuel a sense of
hopelessness that only the truth and love of God can
eradicate. Ignite works among the Basotho people of
South Africa. Of these, one in four people are infected
with HIV, 90% of pastors have no formal training, 88% of
the people are unemployed, and 69% of youth do not
graduate high school.

Ignite has a strategy to partner with the Department of
Education to mentor at-risk youth through leadership
training, HIVV/AIDS prevention, and life skills through their
FlashPoint program. They also have Enrich conferences,
workshops, small groups, and one-on-one discipleship for
church leaders.

Additionally, Ignite recently opened a House of Refuge to
respond to the vulnerable children and rape crisis in South
Africa. They have a pregnancy helpline and a maternity
home for at-risk pregnant teens.

To read more about Ignite, you can check out their website
at www.ignitesouthafrica.org or their Facebook page Ignite
South Africa.

We will be taking a special offering for this ministry on

Sunday! If you would like to give via text, you can text
HSPECIAL to 301-31

™
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Our Youth and Kids went to Faith Haven this year for camp!
Their days were filled with hearing God’s word, games,
swimming, and more. Our youth even stepped up to serve as
Junior Counselors and Counselors for Kids Camp. One of our
Junior Counselors shared about seeing the change in the campers
from Sunday to Thursday. God was on the move and He was
imparting spiritual gifts and encouragement throughout the week
during the sessions.

After service on October 1%, you are invited to a family day at
Country Blossom Farm! They have attractions including a corn
pit, corn maze, jumping pillow, wagon rides, apple picking,
pumpkins, a gift shop, bakery, and more!

@ountry Blossom



http://www.ignitesouthafrica.org/

Sri Lanka

Our team recently came back from Sri Lanka where they were able to minister at the Vavuniya Youth Conference, assist in the licensing and
ordination of 6 people, and more! For a full recap, check out the Church for the Harvest Facebook page and listen to many of the messages.

The team also spoke on Sunday morning and you can access that via iTunes, the church app, or church website. We thank God for a fruitful

trip and continue to pray for the country of Sri Lanka.
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Youth! Each year, thousands of students gather in Rochester, MN for Youth will be kicking off tonight (Wednesday) with a taco bar from
powerful, jam-packed days of worship, speakers, fellowship, games, and 5:30-6:00pm! Make sure to be there because it will close at 6pm! The
more! Guest speakers include Pastor Choco De Jesus and Heath youth will then be joining the Back to School Prayer Night at 7:00pm.
Adamson. Ryan Williams and River Valley Worship will be leading in

worship. The event will be over MEA from October 19-21%t. The

deadline to register is September 20" with a deposit of $75. For more 7 /
information about this event, contact Kim Boutain

( ) and watch the Youth at the Rock M V \M N T

Facebook page.

SHESOTA YOUTH. ZONVENTION
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